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 How can we monitor student 
progress and learning?

 Why is this important?



Literacy…
what does it mean in your classroom? 

Pause 
and 

Reflect



 foundation of everything we do

 reading, writing and learning

 communication

 creating opportunities

 accessing books, print and media

 expression of ideas/thoughts

Here is what one group of 
teachers said: 



“Literacy is acquiring, creating, 
connecting and communicating meaning 

in a wide variety of contexts”
Literacy First: A Plan for Action (p.3) Alberta Education 2010

http://education.alberta.ca/media/4970645/literacyfirst.pdf



Literacy in a Digital World

http://education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/lite
racy/videos.aspx



Yoder, D.E., Erickson, K.A. and Koppenhaver, D.A., Center for Literacy 
and Disability Studies, P.O. BOX 3888, DUMC, Durham, NC 27710.



Pause 
and 

Reflect



guides our instruction

 informs goals

Assessment



Pause 
and 

Reflect



 checklists

 task analysis

 classroom observations

 reading inventories

 Standardized tests e.g., Peabody 
Picture Vocabulary, ABLLS 
(Assessment of Basic Language and 
Learning Skills), Carolina Curriculum

Sample assessments tools 
and strategies



 learn what students know about literacy

 inform planning and selection of effective 
instructional strategies and materials

improve our teaching practice.



How do we identify what they are learning?

How can we show it?



We need to look at progress

of our students in innovative and 
meaningful ways.



Ways that we can “gain an in-
depth picture of a student’s 
individual strengths”

(Downing, 2005)



1. Become familiar with content of a 
rubric

2. Schedule in-class observation

3. Reflect on what you’re learning about 
the student

4. Create a literacy folder



 provide feedback on work in progress

 record and communicate about 
student learning

 inform instructional planning

 are student-centered









How can you use this rubric 

in your classroom?

Break Out 
Room

What elements stand 
out for you?

Break Out 
Room

Pause 
and 

Reflect



Stand back...Watch, Look, Listen to your 
student:

 in structured and unstructured 
activities

 across different activities and settings

 do this in real time when your student 
is participating in learning activities.



Consider using recorded observation 
e.g., video, audio, work samples

This gives you the opportunity to review 
with the student’s learning team.



How will you make time 
for classroom observation?

Pause 
and 

Reflect



 record dialogue during sharing time

 have a notebook handy to write down 
things as I hear/see them

Ideas for Classroom Observation

Consider how some teachers felt they could 
make time to observe: 



Take the information from:

 the rubric

 your observations

 your interactions with the student



 And ask “How is this student learning 
in my classroom? What am I doing that 

is working?”

◦ it worked well when …

◦ I was surprised when …

◦ I would change …



 Make time to reflect on your own

 Journaling

 Discuss with others

 Examine your assumptions and beliefs 
(and be willing to ask yourself tough 
questions)

 Be willing to explore and take risks
(Karen Erickson, 2010; Gardner, Rannelli, Walker 2011)



When you observe and reflect…

you learn about your student and 
your own instructional practice. 

An effective teacher evaluates all 

the time.          



Caroline Musselwhite suggests creating 

a literacy folder containing examples 

of student work that support literacy 
efforts across time. 

This will help teachers plot change 
across a longer time span than a single 
school year. 





To find out what students are learning 
and to identify what instructional 

supports and learning opportunities 
they need to continue to learn



1. Start using the rubric

2. Use your observation and 
recording skills

3. Reflect 

4. Create a Literacy folder



Authentic and meaningful 
assessment is: 

 an ongoing process 

 responsive 

 dynamic

 and student centred.
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