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“If I were required to 
establish guidelines 
for quantity, I would 
recommend at least 
500 different books 
in every classroom.”

~ Richard L. Allington
What Really Matters for 
Struggling Readers: Designing 
Research-Based Programs



“Kids not only need to 
read a lot but they need 
lots of books they can 
read right at their 
fingertips. 

They also need access to 
books that entice them, 
attract them to reading.”

~ Richard L. Allington
What Really Matters for Struggling Readers: 
Designing Research-Based Programs



What do we need to consider in deciding what 
assistive technology would be most effective?

The SETT Framework provides a structure for gathering data to 
inform assistive technology decisions.

Student

Environments 

Tasks and activities 

Tools 
(including both devices and services)

Dr. Joy Zabala
http://joyzabala.com



What do we need to consider in deciding what 
reading materials would be most effective?

The SETT Framework provides a structure for gathering data to inform 
decision making.

Students (reading abilities & interests)

Environments (access to reading materials)

Task (self-selected reading)

Tools (resources decided upon)



Inclusive Education Library

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ieptLibrary/index.html

Student



http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ieptLibrary/index.html

Student



http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/iept2/library/documents/books_and_me.pdf



Create choice by:
• Supporting interests
• Varying levels of difficulty
• Accessible formats

Accessible Classroom Libraries

Environment



Building and Organizing 
a Classroom Library…

Environment



http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/index.htm

Environment



Self-Selected 
Reading…

Provides daily 
opportunities to practice 
new skills and 
understandings across 
tasks, texts, and 
environments.

Task



Self-Selected 
Reading Includes…

• Teacher read-alouds
• Mini lessons
• Students choose and 

read independently 
(with peers or with adult support)

• Student-teacher 
conferences about 
reading

• Sharing 

Task



Tools



Print Books

Wordless books

Comic books

Graphic novels

Pop-up books

Tactile books

Picture books

Object books



What material can be 
copied under the 
Copyright Act?

• copy a work protected by 
copyright for the purpose of 
overhead projection using a 
device such as an LCD, overhead, 
opaque, or slide projector, 
provided the work is used for the 
purpose of education and training 
and is not already available in a 
commercial format 
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Tools



Braille
Tools



Making Books Accessible

e.g. page fluffers…
Tools



Making Books Accessible

e.g. page fluffers…
Tools



Tools



Create comics to 
document learning 

experiences and 
help students 

process learning.

http://plasq.com/education

Comic Life

Tools



Comic Life
http://plasq.com/education

• Engages students 
through thinking, 
creating and writing

• Visual images convey 
meaning to a story or 
topic

• Sequencing promotes 
understanding

• Enriches reading, writing, 
and thinking

Tools



Creating PowerPoint Books

Signs of Spring…

Tools



What material can be 
copied under the 
Copyright Act?

• copy an entire work (other than a 
cinematographic work) onto an 
alternative format including 
translation, adaptation, and 
performance in public (except the 
making of a large-print book) for 
the purpose of serving students 
with perceptual disabilities as long 
as such an adaptation is not already 
commercially available in that 
format
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Tools



• relate to real 
life events
• help build 

memories so 
students can 
recall past 
experiences

Language experience 
books are appropriate 
for readers of all ages 
and all ability levels 
because they:



• become a focus for 
communication about 
an event or topic
• build communication, 

social interaction and 
language skills
• are fun to share with 

peers and others!



Online Books

Tools



Scholastic BookFlix

• BookFlix pairs children’s 
video story books with 
non-fiction read-alongs 
of a similar theme. 

• Available for free 
through Learn 
Alberta!

• Can be accessed from 
home and school.

Tools



Tools



Tools











http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/10-websites-reading-childrens-stories-online

Tools



http://www.barnesandnoble.com/storytime/index.aspTools



Tools



Tools



Text-to-Speech
Tools



Whew!!!



Conferencing and Sharing

How do you 
engage your 
students in 
thinking and 
reflecting on 
books they 
have read? 

Record your 
ideas here!



Conferences 
and Sharing

• Turn and Talk
• Star on a Sticky
• Peer Interview





The SETT Framework provides a structure for gathering data to inform 
decision making.

Students (reading abilities & interests)

Environments (access to reading materials)

Task (self-selected reading)

Tools (resources decided upon)

What do we need to consider in deciding what 
reading materials would be most effective?



Reading is 
a social activity!



Take one idea, 
try it out!



"The more that 
you read, the 
more things you 
will know. The 
more you learn, 
the more places 
you'll go.“

~ Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With 
My Eyes Shut!


